
My name is Otis. I grew up going to church. My mom made sure 
we were at Sunday school and morning service every Sunday. If 
she had to work she made sure someone came to pick us up for 
church. I enjoyed Sunday school, the singing and the Bible stories. 
I think at age 13 or 14 I got saved. I really didn’t know what I was 
doing or what it meant to be saved.

At the age of 20 something I left my mom’s house. I was put out 
because I didn’t  want nothing out of life. Never married, kids out 
of wedlock, started sleeping and living with different women. I 
got into drugs and heavy drinking more.

I became homeless, working at different temp agencies just to 
support my habits. I moved to Detroit with a woman I was dating 
to take care of her grandmother before she died. The whole time 
we were dating, our relationship was about doing drugs and 
drinking.

One day I decided I had enough of that life and left and became 
homeless again. I met my pastor and his wife who live in Pontiac. I 
know God sent them into my life because he heard my prayer. I 
prayed that I’m tired of living this life and wanted to live for him.

I rededicated my life to Christ. Ever since that day, God has been 
restoring my life and my family back into my life. I enjoyed serving 
the Lord and people. While in Pontiac, I was my pastor’s armor 
bearer. I would take him to his appointments, escort him to the 
pulpit, etc.

I also was in charge of the House of David Help Center. I would 
open the building and cook breakfast, lunch, and dinner for the 
homeless or people in need. After 4 years there, I ended up going 
to prison. To be truthful, those were the best 12½ years, in prison.

I got closer to knowing and understanding who I am in Christ 
Jesus. I met a lot of brothers in prison, and an outsider (volunteer) 
who taught, knew the word of God, and lived it.

I still make mistakes. I fall down but I get back up because of God’s 
grace and mercy. The life I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in 
Jesus Christ who loves me and gave himself for me on the cross.

On the other side, we’ve published hand written 
inmate prayer requests in their hand written form.

Prayer Requests

Please cut around these prayer requests and use this as a bookmark in your Bible.
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Take time to pray for some or all of the hand written inmate prayer requests 
featured on the back this month. Larger copies that don’t require eye strain 
can be found on our web site.

Please continue praying for our annual banquet on October 9, 2017 at 
Resurrection Life Church. Our scheduled speaker had to cancel due to conflicts 
but an evening of celebrating the impact of APM and changed lives will take 
place unhindered and your advanced prayers will help make that happen.

Ask God for favor on prison ministries among prison officials. Faith based 
initiatives have a consistently proven success rate for creating true 
rehabilitation, but not all prison officials embrace that reality. Pray that 
personal objections can be put aside for the good of everyone.
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I Was Never a Real Big Believer in God

I am writing you in regards to receiving a study Bible. I got your info from a 
fellow inmate. I have to be honest, I was never a real big believer in God. I 
just recently opened my heart and mind to him and started talking to him, 
asking him for his blessings and his guidance.

I believe he is starting to listen. I’m not sure how this works but I would like 
to learn some prayers and how to pray; and how do I go about reading the 
Bible? Do I just go from start to finish or are there certain parts I should 
start with?

I’m hoping you can help me with my questions and furthering my belief in 
God and bettering my life. By the way, my name is Alan, I’m 33 years old 
and I’ve been locked up for 3 years now. I hopefully have about 9 months 
left to do. I’m ready for a change in my life and I think God is the way to go.

Alan

Open Response to Alan’s Letter

Knowing that our newsletters are received by inmates and often get passed 
around, it seems fitting to publish an open response to Alan’s inmate letter 
and questions. This could help many others in similar situations.

First of all, I would congratulate anyone in Alan’s situation. Not the locked 
up part, but seeking God. God is very responsive to those who seek him. 
He’s ready and waiting for you to ask. The Bible is full of promises about 
that but perhaps one of the most comforting would be found in John 6:37 
where Jesus says, “Whoever comes to me I will never drive away.”

Let’s start with the question about praying. The answer: be yourself. Don’t 
be afraid to ask tough questions, don’t seek a formula, just begin right 
where you’re at. God’s not the least bit offended by your honesty. He wants 
your relationship with him to be “real” and nothing you say is going to 
surprise him in any way. Truth be told, there’s no requirement to even bow 
your head and close your eyes. It does help remove to distractions but 
prayers can be as quick and short as “help” when you’re facing a situation.

Over time, you’ll learn important principles of prayer from the Bible itself. 
There are many prayers recorded in the Bible. The best one is what we call 
the Lord’s Prayer where Jesus gives us a prayer and a pattern for praying. 
The Apostle Paul recorded some great prayers, as did other Bible authors.

How to study the Bible is subject to many different opinions but I can offer 
what I consider a great guideline. One of my volunteer activities is praying 
with people who either just became a new believer or came back to God 
after straying away. I get this question often.

The most important point is to have a Bible translation that is easy to 
understand. The New International Version (NIV) is a good choice.

My personal advice is definitely start with the New Testament. I favor 
starting with the book of Romans and read through to the end of the Bible. 
After completing Revelation, go back to Matthew at the beginning of the 
New Testament and read through the entire New Testament.

Eventually, you’ll be ready to read the Old Testament but I advise getting 
well grounded in the New Testament first. You’ll discover a lot of surprises 
when you read the Bible on your own. Don’t worry about understanding 
every bit of it. God is very skilled at giving you what you need when you 
need it. Be patient, you are in for a process that will last you the rest of your 
life. Enjoy the journey.

The Rose

An inmate poem by Brian McDonald

It’s only a tiny rosebud...
A flower of God’s design;
But I cannot unfold the petals
With these clumsy hands of mine.
The secret of unfolding flowers
Is not known to such as I...
The flower God opens so sweetly,
In my hands would fade and die.

If I cannot unfold a rosebud,
This flower of God’s design,
Then how can I think I have wisdom
To unfold this life of mine?

So I’ll trust in him for his leading
Each moment of every day,
And I’ll look to him for his guidance
Each step of the pilgrim way.
For the pathway lies before me,
My heavenly Father knows...
I’ll trust him to unfold the moments,
Just as he unfolds the rose.

Pray for Corky

The Financial Summary you see below is just a small part of an out-
standing job Corky does in making sure our ministry books are in order. 
Please pray for Corky as she is currently undergoing cancer treatments.

Prison Ministries
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this newsletter so you can print extra copies. 
Please feel free to make as many copies as you 
need. Get it at alphapm.org.
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APM Financial Summary
January-May 2017

Total Income: $29,277.58

Total Expense: $43,393.92

Net Income: $-14,116.34
Newsletter written/edited by APM Board member Steve Chittenden


