“I was in prz'son and you.came tovisit me.” Matthew 25:36

God Finds Atheist Drug Addict

Avyearago I was 100% atheist and proud of it, then God found me.
I was a drug addict and at rock bottom. I lost everything but my
life. I had no friends or family that knew how to help me. I felt
completely helplessand alone in this world. My girlfriend sent me
aquote thatsaiditbest:

“I believe the more desperate we become for God, the more he can
reveal himselftous.”

Afriend at the time who was a Christian told me I would be going
away, that I had some choices to make, I would get to know God
and be part of a program, and my girlfriend would follow weeks
behind me. Atthe time I had no clue whathe was talking about.

Then a week later I got caught with components for manufactur-
ing Meth so I got arrested for manufacturing and delivery. Two
weeks later, my girlfriend got arrested for ID theft. While at the
countyjail, I started going to church service for social hour and so
my girlfriend and I could pass notes to each other.

While at church I couldn’thelp but to startlistening and it seemed
like those church services were made just for me. I was shocked
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the service moved me, my eyes were finally open. I felt it where it
mattered most—my heart. This was what I've been missing my
wholelife, it was God.

Suddenly I didn’t feel so alone. I read the Bible cover to cover. I
chose not to fight my case, God would put me where I needed to
be. I'was sent to prison to hopefully get some help that the county
jail could not offer. Iwas put into the Chance for Life program.

Now hindsight is 20/20, I see how it was God speaking to me
through my friend. It all happened. I have no doubt in my mind
now it was God. He put me here so I could get help, get healthy,
and most of all get to know him. Being on the outside this would
never have happened.

I've devoted a lot of time to becoming a mature Christian, a
stronger Christian. Since the beginning of my incarceration there
have been hundreds of small miracles. It’s not by chance these
things happen to me, it’s all part of his plan. I believe Grand
Rapidsis part of that plan. This is just the beginning of my story.

-Unsigned Alpha House resident testimony

See our new site design!

¢ We’re again featuring handwritten prayers we’ve received from inmates:

¢ From Steve - Pray in Jesus Christ that God will keep letting the Body keep
increasing in unity and spiritual wisdom. Also pray that God will keep my
future wife strong for these last 24 months | have to do in prison, and pray
that God will meet and supply all the needs of her and her child.
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¢ Also include the prayers for ministries included in this newsletter.

A piece of paper was made available to inmates with one simple request, “If
you or someone you know needs prayer, please put them on list.”
the responses were 100% thinking of families. No specific prayers were asked,
just the names of families: Taylor family, Autman family, Sheina and her family,
Wells family, Hood/McKnight family, and Baase/Rutledge family.

Interestingly
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Please cut around these prayer requests and use this as a bookmark in your Bible.
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Happy for Alpha Prison Ministries

Well as you can see I have a few things for you today. First, the letters from
Will and Ray. I have to tell you, these two guys are truly fun to work with.
They are in the Alpha class and in the group I was asked to lead. We really
have suchalot of fun.

Itreally is such ajoy to see God workin guys lives, and the joy he has given
me to be able to sit and watch. It is truly awesome. I cannot begin to tell
youhowhappyIam that Alpha Ministriesis at this prison.

Next, as you can see, there are more necklaces in here. I would like to ask if
you would give them to Lori and Elmer. They can give them to Mary and
Carl. They do so much for us in here through TUML. I could never thank
them enough. God has given me the gift of being able to do these neck-
laces, and itisjustasmall gift of appreciation for them.

I'trulyam more glad today with the walk Iam able to share with God thanI
was before. I was really lost when all of this stuff happened. And to be
honest, until just a month or so ago, I still was. God has been bringing me
back out of this state of depression I was in; and it has been by serving
others.

I do believe I am here to help draw some other men out of their darkness
Satan has them in. And in return God s filling me with joy seeing it. He has
allowed me to be a part of this very important mission.

IknowIalways thank you but believe me whenIsayI cannot doitenough.
Have ablessed day my friend. See you, Happy Leon.

From,

Happy Jack

God Has a Wonderful Plan!

God has a plan for us all. My main concern lately has become salvation for
other inmates and my family. I have had the chance to witness to my
cousin, her boyfriend, and their two kids...they asked me what convinced
me to accept Christ. I replied, “When I heard that Jesus is the same
yesterday, today, and forever, and thathe would never leave me nor forsake
me, I gave myheartto him.”

Here I stood on the phone talking to my cousin for the first time in 23
years, I explained to her that she too could receive this “free gift” and that
God’s grace is greater than any sin she had ever committed! She accepted
Jesus Christinto herlife.

She later sent me a letter to tell me her boyfriend also accepted Jesus
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Christ. God’s wonderful plan for my life is unfolding today, moment by
moment, and in ways I least expect! God loves you; I love you; and that’s
justthe wayitis!

Your friend,
Will

PS: Now she is interested in following along in the one-on-one disciple-
ship Bible study! Godis GREAT!

Committed to Learning and Growing

My last letter through Jack detailed my spiritual journey and growth.
Again, I am committed to learning and growing and sharing with my
fellow Christians. I attend Alpha Ministries Bible studies every week with
Aland Bob who are volunteers who run the class.

I am also participating in a group called 33 Series Men’s Fraternity, run and
sponsored by Turning Point. Plus, a group called Character First, run by
Ron and Nancy, and Jack and Kathy. I believe their church is Ridgepoint.
Theyare here in the Muskegon area anyhow.

Basically, I am doing all I can to keep my daily activities filled with positive
and godly people. So far, Iam thriving and Ilook forward to my classes and
whatI canlearn and share for that day.

Iwish I could write more often! I'll try to send you aletter once a month to
keep in touch and to keep you updated. T hope all is well and to hear from
youaswell. Godblessyouinallyoudo.

Sincerely,
Raymond

Additional Prayer Requests by Letter

This is not from an inmate letter, but Jeff and Jackie sent the following
hand written requests to us. These are not for APM or inmates but it is our
privilege to ask prayer for other harvest fields where God has his workers
laboring.

Pray for SonSet Solutions and the work they do with water treatment
and sanitation improvements for the many countries they work with.
Pray that God will use this ministry to promote the salvation
message.

Pray for wisdom in working with Renew World Outreach and In
Touch Ministries to develop the Lightstream monitors.
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