
APM has (had) only 3 husband and 
wife teams that volunteer to minister 
with inmates inside prison. One of 
those teams is Bill and Donna Spurrier 
who have been volunteering with 
Alpha since 1998. On March 26th, just 
six days before her 68th Birthday and 3 
months before her 50th Wedding 
Anniversary, Donna made the journey 
from this life into the arms of Jesus.

What a glorious experience that must have been for her as she got 
to look into the same love filled eyes that in spite of his anguish as 
he was dying on the cross, spoke the words, “Father forgive them, 
for they don’t realize what they are doing.” To finally see those 
eyes, hear that voice, and be embraced by those arms, it makes 
every pain we experience in this life quickly forgotten.

But on this side of the curtain, pain is what we have. Donna lived 
her life serving others, and you can’t step off the stage of life doing 
that without leaving the lives you’ve touched both enriched and 
grieved, knowing that the sharing in this life together is over.

I did not know Donna personally but I knew her through her 
husband Bill since he joined the APM Board at the beginning of 
2013. I also knew her through Leon since he works closely with 
volunteers and has known Bill and Donna since joining APM in 
2000. Just knowing her through these men made the news of her 
passing wrench my heart.

Bill recently shared with us the inmate response as Donna was in 
her battle with cancer. The men were continually asking how she 
was and informing Bill they were praying for her. Her faithfulness 
to serve those men assured them that someone cared; and as she 
fought for her life, they cared for her. What a testimony to a life 
well invested!

My daughter once bought a t-shirt that said, “Live your life so the 
preacher won’t have to lie at your funeral.” Donna did that! She 
didn’t attract much attention doing it nor did she seek to, prison 
ministry doesn’t get many cheers, but it scores huge accolades in 
heaven where she’s now receiving them.

We will see Donna again but in the meantime she will be missed. 
Prayers for the family, especially Bill, will help ease the separation.

Prayer Requests

Please cut around these prayer requests and use this as a bookmark in your Bible.
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Please pray for Bill and his family and the comfort of the Holy Spirit as Bill’s 
wife Donna went to be with the Lord March 26.

Praise the Lord for Charlie, an Alpha House resident who recently moved into 
his own place; a successful transition and milestone!

Remember our Alpha House residents in your prayers. Current residents are: 
Brandon, Joe, Elmer, Kevin, Tim, and Charles. All residents are doing well but 
still face the challenges of reentry into society after prison (Elmer suffered a 
minor setback and has had health issues).

Please begin praying for our annual banquet. It is set for September 21, 2015 
at the usual location of The Ground Floor at Resurrection Life Church.

Praise God for Mike, our newest mentor volunteer for Alpha House residents.

www.alphapm.org

Visit us online at:
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Glorious for Donna, Sad for Us
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“I was in prison and you came to visit me.”   Matthew 25:36
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Key Factor in Achieving Nearly 90% Success

One problem with statistics is how easily they become numbers rather 
than the real human beings those numbers represent. In terms of 
numbers, for every three people getting out of prison, two will end up back 
in prison within a very short time. Many of our supporters are already 
aware of this sad but preventable reality.

Fortunately, we don’t have to focus so much on the problem as much as the 
solution because our success rate is close to 90% instead of less than 33%.

It would be unfair to oversimplify why so many parolees return to prison 
but we can briefly cover the prevention by highlighting a key aspect of our 
ministry that helps former inmates beat the odds. That would be our 
transitional housing we call Alpha House.

Alpha House is not a program, it is an environment. It helps men coming 
out of prison to have a safe environment where they can successfully make 
a transition back into society. It’s more than just a place to live but having a 
place to call home does make a significant difference to success or failure.

The most important part of this environment is that it is overtly Christian. 
This varies from our in prison Bible studies where all are welcome with no 
regard for their beliefs. As long as you want to study the Bible, Alpha Bible 
studies are open to everyone.

Alpha House is different. We don’t care about denomination, but faith in 
Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord is required for residency. There are biblical 
rules of conduct that all applicants must sign an agreement to abide by. 
This provides safety for all residents who share the common goal of over-
coming their past and developing Christian character to succeed in both 
life and society.

It should go without saying but we’ll mention it anyway, with having 
Christ at the center, there is hope. That’s the real secret. When these men 
have hope, they can succeed. Hopelessness would have to be at or near the 
top for why men return to prison.

Alpha House is not a free ride but it helps men with a much needed “hand 
up” to become stabilized as they reintegrate into society. They learn life 
skills most were never taught because they almost always come from 
broken homes. They work, go to church, study the Bible, learn to save and 
budget, and they are teamed with a mentor to grow spiritually.

Without Alpha House, many of these men may not succeed. I often sit 
with them at our banquets and they will tell you this. In July, we often have 
an Open House...meet them, ask them. The inmate letters published here 
also show how important Alpha House is in ministering to parolees.

New Alpha House Resident Due in August

God is good. I have wonderful news to report. God has blessed me with 
parole, praise God!!! I was worried for nothing. It just goes to show if we 
trust him he is faithful. My release date is 8/11/15.

I am looking forward to coming to Alpha House that day and I will be 
praising God all the way there. I am looking forward to the journey that 
lies ahead. I know there will be challenges to overcome, however, I 
welcome this.

While I wait for that day, I will be staying busy with my study and music. I 
will keep you and Alpha House in my prayers. God bless you.

In Christ,
John

I Don’t Want to Go Back to Flint

I hope everyone is well. I received your letter, thank you. I recently 
received good news. I am in this program that will get me a parole. The 
facilitator told me I would be called back to receive a parole upon 
completion, so I will be getting out before 2016.

I don’t want to go back to Flint where I’m from because I will just get 
back into my old habits. The half-way house in Flint does not offer 
what the Alpha House offers. I have no family left in Michigan, they all 
moved out of state.

I would be blessed if I get a parole earlier than 2016, and if I’m accepted in 
the Alpha House that would be even better. May God be with you all. I will 
pray for everyone at Alpha Prison Ministries.

God Bless You!!
Dana

I Must Say I’m Very Lonely

How are you? Fine I hope. I’m okay, I think of being at Alpha House and 
praying that it is God’s will that things go well with the parole board. My 
outdate is March 3, 2016.

I hope that everything is still set for me to be a resident at Alpha House.

I must say I’m very lonely, so lonely that I’m scared—to be alone on this 
earth is like being dead. But thanks to you I have hope that will change.

May God bless you all!!!
Marcell
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Easily print this newsletter from our web site APM Financial Summary
January-March 2015

Total $ Income: 
23,457.47  (budget)
22,436.50  (actual)

Net $ Expense: 
21,477.23 (budget)  
21,687.62 (actual)  Newsletter written/edited by APM Board member Steve Chittenden


